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Our Warfare Is Not Ours 


By Blanton W. Jones 


FT I oppose the unbeliever’s doubts 
As one whose reputation is at 


stake, 
Because my word, as well as God’s, he 
flouts. 
Though boasting that this zeal is for 
Christ’s sake, 
Such injured pride reveals a carnal 
mind, 
I more concerned my viewpoint to 
uphold, 
Than to defend God’s message when 
maligned: 


For Christ’s cause, not my own, I 
should be bold. 
Why does the Gospel’s gain encourage 
pride? 
Or its rejection cause us to lose face? 
Our warfare is not ours but His who 
died 
To purge that pride which oft dis- 
honors grace. 


When I’m rebuffed may I be 
unconcerned, 
Burdened, rather because God's 


Son is spurned. 
vw 


ls the End of the Age Near? 


In many quarters there seems to be 
@ growing conviction among Christians 
that this age of grace is drawing to & 





in Fort Dodge, . wa, when the old 
year was past 4 way, had this line: 
“But the end of SM things is at hand” 
(1 Pet. 4:7); and the rest of the verse 
is, “be ye therefore sober, and watch 
unto prayer.” A letter from Dr. Wilbur 
M. Smith, writer of the “Survey,” con- 
tains this: “We are living in desperate 
days indeed. It looks as though we are 
coming to the end of this age. It would 
be an absolute certainty if there were 
not the possibility of divine interven- 
tion; but God may yet give some years 
of grace to this generation which cer- 
tainly is not turning to Him.” Many 
other letters coming from all over the 
world to the Trmes editorial offices ex- 
press similar thoughts. While no man 


knows the day of Christ’s return, and 
it is never safe to try to set dates for 
it, -yet it seems significant that among 
His people, who know their Bibles and 
walk with Him, there is a growing con- 
viction that it may not be far off. This 
certainly should not lead to any laxity 
in our work, but rather to redoubled 
efforts to be “not slothful in business; 
fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 
rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; 
continuing instant .in prayer” (Rom. 
12:11, 12). We ought to “love his ap- 
pearing,” as Paul did, and obey his 
admonition, “And that ye study to be 
quiet, and to do your own business, and 
to work with your own hands, as we 
commanded you” (1 Thess. 4:11). 


Our Highest Ambition 


By Gordon Chilvers 


E MAY go through life without 

W being able to do many things 
and yet be no worse off. It is 

most unlikely that we shall be able to 
make an atom bomb, but that will not 
be serious. Yet there is one thing that 
we must do, and that is the will of God. 
Possibly there is nothing, besides sal- 
vation, of which any Christian needs 
to be more ‘sure than the will of God. 
This is because of its unequaled im- 
portance. As Miriam Booth has put it, 
“Doing God’s work is a great thing, but 
doing God’s will is a greater.” We 
think of Christian service and appre- 
ciate its necessity. Yet even here the 
will of God must take precedence. 
Henry Drummond has put it this way: 
“The end of life is not to do good, 
although many of us think so. It is 
not to win souls, although I once 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“For I reckon that the suffer- 
ings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in 
us” (Rom. 8:18). 
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thought so. The end of life is to do 
the will of God whatever it may be.” 

We can only do the will of God if we 
are perfectly convinced that the will of 
God can be known by us. James in his 
Epistle (1:5) gives us this promise 
which satisfies our minds once and for 
all. He says: “If any of you lack wis- 
dom, let him ask of God, that giveth to 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not; 
and it shal] be given him.” Whatever 
else this wisdom includes, it must in- 
clude the greatest of all wisdom, know- 
ing the will of God. 

Sometimes a Christian feels that it is 
difficult to know that will, yet surely 
God will not leave us in the dark on 
such a vital matter. Paul gives this 
exfortation to the Ephesians (5:17), 
“Be ye not unwise, but understanding 
what the will of the Lord is.” It need 
hardly be stated that if, in some circum- 
stance of life great or small, it was im- 
possible for us to know it, then Paul 
could hardly have written what he did. 

We do not for one’ moment suggest 
that we know at a particular moment 
exactly what God’s will is for our whole 
future. But on the other hand we may 
be quite sure that the revelation of the 
next step will never be withheld. Yet 
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Paul made it the ambition of his life 
that he might: find out the will of God, 
for he wanted to please the Lord. So 
we are to look for gt at every time of 
the day and particularly in every crisis 
of life. 

But why was Paul so anxious to find 
out God’s will? In order that he might 
do it. It is possible that much of the 
difficulty in not discovering God’s will 
lies in our unwillingness to do it when 
we Know it. In fact, we might say that 
ninety per cent of knowing that will 
consists in wishing to do it when it is 
known. 

Having found out the will of God 
three courses are open to us. We may 
reject it. The outstanding example in 
Scripture of disobedience to the re- 
vealed will of God is in the history of 
the Prophet Balaam. Israel was ap- 
proaching the territory of Balak and he 
feared them. So he sent a message to 
Balaam to tell him to curse Israel, If 
he would do it, Balak would richly re- 
ward him. “Gods said unto Balaam, 
Thou shalt not go with them; thou shalt 
not curse the people: for they are 
blessed” (Num, 22:12). There could be 
no doubt whatever in the meaning of 
the Word of God. Balaam realized that. 
He said to the princes of Balak, “Get 
you into your land: for the Lord re- 
fuseth to give me leave to go with you” 
(v. 13). Further and more honorable 
princes came to Balaam with promises 
of greater rewards. Balaam “loved the 
wages of unrighteousness” (2 Pet, 2:15) 
more than he loved the will of God. A 
little later “Balaam rose up in the morn- 
ing, and,saddled his ass, and went with 
the princes of Moab” (Num. 22:21). 

We can imagine little that would be 
a more flagrant flying in the face of 
God. Disobedience must pay its price. 
“God’s anger was kindled because he 
went” (v. 22). He was rebuked by an 
ass. As a prophet he was supposedly a 
man of knowledge and of wisdom. The 
ass is always spoken of in Scripture as 
a beast of little intelligence. Thus God 
humikates the man who deliberately 
disobeys him. Further, his journey was 
not only unnecessary but unfruitful 
(for him). When he came to curse Is- 
rael, he blessed them instead. It was 
not long after this that Balaam was 
killed. He had disobeyed God to gain 
money. Soon he was in the place where 
that coin -has no value. But the will of 
God was not acceptable to Balaam.* We 
have to recognize this fact when we see 
that the direction of life is opposite to 
that which we so much wanted it to 
take. When we find that the things we are 
hoping for are becoming less and less 
likely to be ours, it is hard to accept 
the will of the Lord joyfully. Yet any 
other attitude is that of the worldly 
man, not of the devout Christian. 

When discord comes between our will 
and the divine will, there will be a 
weakening of the consciousness of God 
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in our hearts. We may live very re- 
ligiously and yet fail to dislodge from 
our wills something that is not accord- 
ing to the divine will. Then we shall 
not enjoy God’s best for us. 

Madame Guyon said: “God will give 
us opportunities to try our consecration 
whether it be a true one or not. No 
man can be wholly the Lord’s unless 
he is wholly consecrated to the Lotd; 
and no man can know whether he is 
thus wholly consecrated except by trib- 
ulation. That is the test. To rejoice in 
God’s will when that will imparts noth- 
ing but happiness is easy even for the 
natural man. But none but the reno- 
vated man, none but the religious man, 
can rejoice in the divine will, when it 
crosses his path, disappoints his expec- 
tations, and overwhelms him with sor- 
row. Trial, therefore, instead of being 
shunned, should be. welcomed as the 
test—and the only true test—of a true 
state.” Cardinal Vaughen wrote thus to 


a friend whose plans had been upset, 


“We cannot do anything better than our 
Lord’s will though we should have ever 
such fine schemes on hand.” 

When we reject God’s will our lives 
may become even less happy. Mark 
Guy Pearce said: “Once as I meditated 
on these words I heard the children 
pass my study door, and amongst them 
was a little maiden of three or four, 
who was speaking angrily. ‘I shan’tl’ 
rang out the little voice. I opened the 
door and called her in. “This won’t do,’ 
I said gravely; ‘you must stand in the 
corner until you come to be a better 
mind.’ And with a saddened face the 
little offender crept to the corner and 
sat herself in the angle of the wall and 
put her tiny hands behind her back and 
sighed. ‘Think now,’ I mused, ‘if she 
put on a tone half-injured and half- 
submissive, and should say, “Well, I 
suppose it is my father’s will, and I must 
submit to it,” should I not answer, 
amused at such mistaken meekness: 
“Nay, little one, you are wrong. It is 
altogether against your father’s will. 
Your father’s will is that you should be 
in the garden shouting and playing with 
the others, as merry as you can live, but 
you have gone against your father’s will, 
and now your father’s will has gone 
against you” ’?” 

Again we may accept it reluctantly 
as something to be borne, just because 
we cannot escape from it anyway. We 
suppose it must be for our good, but 
we certainly cannot see how it can be. 
We therefore look on it as our cross 
and try to bear it as bravely as possible. 
One of the hardest and most difficult 
lessons for us to learn is that we do not 
always know what is best for us. The 
results of this course are by no means 
happy. We shall then find our lives 
clouded with disappointment and grief. 
We shall be soured in disposition and 
outlook. Instead of knowing and being 
full of the joy of the Lord, we shall 
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be despondent. We shall deem our. 
selves martyrs to do the will of God 
in such circumstances. After all, such 
attitude to the will of God is not far 
removed from rebellion against it. 


But who knows? That which we 
would do reluctantly may be an im- 
portant part of the divine plan. Here 
is an interesting testimony: “I was an- 
noyed when a sudden call to an un- 
pleasant task took me away from a 
pleasant one. I did it, I fear, reluctantly. 
But it was on that very errand, per- 
formed grudgingly, but because it was 
my duty, that I met the very person who 
deflected the plan of my whole life.” 

Finally we may accept it joyfully. 
Here we have the example of the Apos- 
tle Paul. He had a thorn in the flesh. 


(Continued on page 312) 








Notes on Open Letters 





Love Promotes Revival 


The response to the little article on 
1 Corinthians 13 has been most gra- 
cious and appreciated, though very 
unexpected. It has exceeded anything 
I have ever written before. I am 
deeply grateful to those who have 
written, some from distant places, to 
tell what it meant to them, and to 
say that they were passing it on to 
others, 

I might say that it started a real 
spirit of revival in our church, which 
has continued. I followed it up with 
a series of messages (five in all) on 
2 Chronicles 7:14. Then we had a 
two weeks’ campaign in October, with 
a visiting speaker. The church is in 


the best spiritual condition it has been — 


in a long time. There have been a 
number of conversions, and there are 
more unsaved people attending the 
services now than in the last three or 
four years. I would judge that there 
were twenty-five or more last Sunday, 
and some of them aré under real con- 
viction. I am sure that we shall see 
some of them taking a stand for the 
Lord soon.—Douglas M. White, pastor 
First Baptist Church, Bassett, Va. 


The Editor is happy to publish this 
letter, referring to Mr, White’s editorial 
in the issue of January 25; for he be- 
lieves nothing the Tues can do is more 
worth while than promoting revival. 
We sorely need melting and hum- 
bling of heart among us as believers, 
and it is cause for thanksgiving to learn 
of one church where this is going on 
—and doubtless there are others. The 
text on which Mr. White gave the five 
messages and to which he refers in his 
letter is this: “If my people, which are 
called by my name, shall humble them- 
selves, and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; then will 
I hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin, and will heal their land.” 
fLet us pray that this kind of revival 
may spread through our land! 
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Childien’s Ideas of God 


Are your class members, or your own children, 
learning to know Him as they ought to? 


home was not Christian and he 

had had no teaching about God 
in the home; I was reasonably certain 
of that. Neither had he played with 
other children who ‘might have had 
some Christian instruction. 
have any idea of God? I asked him, 
“Bobby, do you know about God?” 

“Sure,” was his answer, and his little 
thumb shot up toward Heaven, as much 
as to say, “He is up there.” 

“What do you think He is doing up 
there?” I queried. 

He scrunched up his nose, and 
squinted a bit, and then said in a mat- 
ter-of-fact way, “I guess He’s got a 
police patrol car.” 

We were interrupted then, and I did 
not find out whether he thought God 
had a police car because that was the 
height of luxury in his estimation, or 
whether he thought of God as a police- 
man. However, the interesting thing 
to me was that with no religious back- 
ground that child still had some definite 
idea about God. : 

And children do know about God in- 
tuitively. There is in the story of Helen 
Keller a most striking illustration of 
the fact that a child may have some 
knowledge of God, 


“I Didn’t Know His Name” 


Helen, you remember, through an ill- 
ness became both blind and deaf in 
infancy. Only one person was able to 
communicate with her during her child- 
hood: her. teacher, who talked with 
Helen by writing in her hand. After 
a few years Miss Sullivan decided it 
was time to tell Helen something about 
God, and so she wrote into the girl’s 
hand, for the first time, something about 
the Creator. Helen’s face lit up, and 
she wrote back: “Oh, is that His name? 
I have known Him for a long time, but 
I didn’t know His name.” How could 
that child know God? No one had ever 
told her a thing about Him! 

But the ideas that children have about 


H:> WAS only three years old. His 


God come largely through what they . 


hear of Him. Those ideas are neces- 
sarily immature, and Sometimes would 
seem to us most peculiar if the child could 
express to us his image of God, Some 
years ago I asked.a number of seminary 
students to write out as well as they 
could recall their earliest conceptions 
of God. I believe that parents and 
teachers might profit by knowing what 
queer ideas they help to foster in the 
minds of youngsters by their teaching, 
their actions, and through pictures. 
Most.of the students indicated they 
thought of God as a man, which is, no 


Could he 


One night during a thunderstorm 
@ small boy in a Christian home told 
his parents he was afraid. They 
explained to him that they were all 
in God’s hands, that He would take 
care of them, and that the thunder 
and lightning showed His power. 
Some minutes later he called them 
again and said, “I’ve seen how 
strong He is enough!” The spon- 
taneous sayings recorded “in this 
article are not meant to show what 
children ought to believe about God, 
but what they actually thought and 
said, and this is what gives them 
freshness. Only as teachers and 
parents get to understand the chil- 
dren’s thinking can they really in- 
struct them rightly in the things of 
God. 

Miss Sabel has taught for more 
than thirty years at Bethel College 
and Seminary in St. Paul, Minn., 
in the fields of Religious Education 
and Bible. She has had a varied 
experience in teaching in Sunday 
school, Vacation Bible Schools, chil- 
dren’s and young people’s camps, 
and also in Sunday school teachers’ 
institutes, conventions, and work- 
shops. She is a member of the 
Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minne- 
apolis. 








doubt, perfectly natural, since He is 
spoken of in terms of personality. “I 
visualized God as a very, very large 
man, with long white hair and a long 
white beard, with a fatherly expression 
on His face,” wrote one. “He was 
dressed in a white nightgown. He sat 
upon a throne looking down upon the 
earth, and He was surrounded by angels. 
He loved everybody and yet He pun- 
ished everyone who sinned.” This was 
the most frequent picture of God: He 
was a big man. 

To some He was “a great sovereign 
on a throne—wise and just, but imper- 
sonal.” “God was a long way off from 
earth and my relationship to Him never 
seemed to be very vital or personal.” 
One sought to explain this impersonal 
feeling as follows: “God to me was a 
character belonging exclusively to the 
Old Testament stories of the Israelites. 
Perhaps this was the reason He did not 
seem very close to me.” 

Some had comforting thoughts about 
God. “Although I could not see Him,” 
wrote one student, “I thought of Him as 
holding His hand outstretched over my 
head so that no harm would befall me.” 
“At night I felt that God was very near,” 


By ESTHER SABEL 


wrote another, “that He was in the bed- 
room sheltering me with His wings.” 

However, even more indicated that 
their idea of God was anything but a 
comforting one. They thought/ of Him 
as a judge. “I pictured God as sitting 
on a large judge’s bench with mallet. in 
hand and attendants on each side.” “I 
was prone especially to fear the wrath 
and vengeance of God.” “I pictured 
Him with a book in front of Him in 
which He put a black mark against my 
name every time I did something 
wrong.” “I was taught that God loved 
me, but nevertheless I was greatly dis- 
turbed by the knowledge that He had 
so much power afid that He could al- 
ways see me no matter where I was.” 
“He was not a kind man, but an austere, 
punishing God; He was an accusing God, 
who pointed His finger at me and said, 
‘Do as I want you to.” “God seemed 
to me to be very cruel. I believe that 
impression was given from a picture 
I had in one of my storybooks, of the 
Angel of the Lord driving Adam and 
Eve from the Garden of Eden with a 
burning torch. That, I believe, was my 
first real impression of God, and it was 
an impression that it took me some time 
to ‘live down.’” 

In many instances it was noted that, 
as children, these young men had been 
taught that God loved them, but that 
the impression of His severity was much 
stronger than that of His love. No 
doubt this was due, as one child of my 
acquaintance indicated, to the fact that 
whenever he was naughty he was told 
that God didn’t love him! 


“What Is a Spirit?” 

A few conceived of God in other than 
personal terms. One wrote that he was 
taught, “God is a spirit.” Evidently his 
question, “What is a spirit?” never re- 
ceived a satisfactory answer. He knew 
the meaning of the word “spear,” and 
he had seen streaks of lightning in the 
sky. And so, “vague as it was, my first 
definite conception of God was that He 
was in the form of a spear in the clouds.” 

“Mother loved the out-of-doors,” 
wrote one, “and often took us children 
for a walk in the woods and along the 
lake shore, where she would talk to us 
about the great Heavenly Father who 
was ever-present. Consequently, I 
thought of Him as a spirit or vapor 
that permeated the flowers, trees, sky, 
and butterflies.” 

“To me God was an elusive person- 
ality. When our Sunday schoo] teacher 
related the stories of David fighting 
Goliath and of Joseph in his experiences ' 
and told us the secret of their coyrage 
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f 
and strength lay in the fact that God 
was with them, I pictured God as a 
vapor hovering near and somehow help- 
ing them. Perhaps this impression was 
due to the picture we have of God lead- 
ing His children out of Egypt and 
through the wilderness by means of the 
pillar of cloud. God had told them He 
would go before them in a pillar of 
cloud. This may have caused such an 
image of Him.” 


“The One Who Understood My Heart” 

Jesus, in most instances, seemed more 
real, and more loving than God the 
Father to most as children. “He was 
the one who understood my heart, who 
loved and whom I loved very early.” 
“In Sunday school Jesus was always 
pictured as a meek and kindly mir- 
acle worker, while God was presented 
as a judge who sent the Flood, and 
struck down evildoers.” “Jesus to me 
was the God who loved; He was espe- 
cially a God of lové and holiness.” “I 
felt that Jesus would have more patience 
with me than God.” “Jesus was my 
very close companion. I was very sure 
that He was always at my side.” 

Some conceived of Jesus as a child, 
because He was usually so presented 
to them in their earlier years. “I 
thought of Jesus as a child, perhaps be- 
cause of the chorus, ‘Yes, Jesus was a 
child like me.’” “Jesus seemed younger 
to me than God.” ‘“Although God’s Son, 
He was juvenile to me, probably my 
Own age, and just as human.” 

Only a few indicated that their early 
conceptions of God had not changed 
materially. “As a child my conception 
of God did not differ much from my 
conception now. I believed in an all- 
powerful and ever-present God, a God 
who was ever watching and ever able 
to help me. . . . I am glad the childish 
faith stays with me, yet I regret that 
at times my faith in Him and His pres- 
ence with me is not characterized by 
such reality as when I was a child.” 

What are some of the things that most 
trouble children in their thoughts of 
God and the spiritual world? Some of 
their problems are not unlike those of 
their elders. Some could easily be dis- 
posed of if parents and teachers were 
aware that the children were troubled. 
As one wrote, “I thought those were 
things one should not speak about. And 
so I kept them to myself.” 

“I didn’t dare go to sleep at night 
without asking God to forgive my sins, 
because I was afraid Christ might come 
during the night and my mother and 
father would be taken to Heaven and I 
would be left behind.” This fear ap- 
pears quite frequently, especially where 
children have been taught that Christ 
is coming again to receive His own. 

“I was bothered terribly by the 
thought that I might die suddenly with- 
out having confessed my sins and asked 
forgiveness. Would I be eternally lost?” 
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“It used to bother me to hear people 
speak of the ‘fear of the Lord’ in testi- 
mony meetings. How could they be 
afraid of Someone who was loving?” 
“The thing that troubled me most was 
the teaching of God as Father and Jesus 
as Son. But these were spoken of inter- 
changeably and I didn’t know in whom 
I should put my trust. Later I heard 
of the Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, and these three were one. Then 
I was indeed greatly troubled.” “I won- 
dered how eternity was before I was 
born, and how it would be after I died. 
The enormity of this frightened me. I 
must have had a consciousness of guilt 
because I had such an ominous feeling 
at the mention of eternity that I would 
force myself to think of something else.” 
“The problem of eternity always both- 
ered me. ‘Forever’ seemed much longer 
than I cared to live, and I didn’t want 
to die or go to hell. I thought it didn’t 
leave much choice.” 

Some peculiar ideas were the result 
of a vivid imagination. “I imagined 








John Wesley's Hymn 
on “Child Training” 


ATHER of all by whom we are, 
For whom was made whatever is; 
Who hast entrusted to our care 
A candidate for glorious bliss; 


Poor worms of earth, for help we cry, 
For grace to guide what grace has 
given; 
We ask for wisdom from on High, 
To train, our infant up for Heaven. 


We tremble at the danger near, 
And crowds of wretched folk we see, 
Who, blindly fond, their children rear 
In tempers far as hell from Thee; 


Themselves the slaves of sense and 
praise, 
Their. babes who pamper and admire, 
And make the helpless infants pass 
To murderous Moloch through the fire. 


Rather this hour retake his breath, 
From selfishness and pride to save; 

By death prevent the second death, 
And hide him silent in the grave! 


Or, if Thou grant a longer date, 
With resolute wisdom us endue, 

To point him out his lost estate, 
His dire apostasy to show; 


To time our every smile or frown, 
To mark the bounds of good or ill, 

And beat the pride of nature down, 
And subjugate his rising will. 


Him let us tend, severely kind, 
As guardians of his giddy youth; 
As set to form his tender mind, 
By principles of virtuous truth 


To fit his soul for heavenly grace 
Discharge the Christian parents’ part 

And keep him, till Thy love takes place, 
And Jesus rises in his heart. 
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that when it rained and thundered God 
was rolling a large cedar chest across 
the floor of His large room. We had 
a large, homemade cedar chest in our 
home and I conceived of God as moy- 
ing some such object as that around.” 
“When it rained I pictured God as turn- 
ing on a series of faucets in Heaven.” 
“Sometimes I would look around quickly 
te see if I couldn’t see Jesus, since He 
was beside me all the time.” 

In spite, however, of immature and 
sometimes peculiar ideas that children 
have of God, faith is very real in the 
experience of the little child who has 
grown up under careful religious teach- 
ing. One of my students told me of an 
incident in which a little seven-year-old 
girl in his student pastorate had been 
killed by a car. A little friend of hers 
when asked if she wanted to look for 
the last time on the face of her little 
departed friend, answered: “Mother, 
I'll not look at her now. I'll see her 
when I die. She'll be in Heaven, you 
know.” Faith in a life after this is often 
thus simply expressed. 

And faith in answers to prayer: is 
sometimes such as to put older. Chris-., 
tians to shame. A little friend of mine 
had been unable to stand for several 
days. Later it was thought she might 
have suffered an attack of polio. Her 
father, a minister, was leaving for 
prayer meeting, ahd the child said, “Tell 
the people to pray for me, Daddy.” He 
said he would. A little later, the child, 
who had not been able to get to her 
feet for several days, came downstairs 
and stood before her mother. “Why, 
child, what has happened?” the mother 
cried. “Well, Mother, don’t you know 
the people are praying for me that God 
would. make me able to walk; and He 
did!” It was just that simple. 


“His Name Should Be Joel” ‘ 

A student tells the story of how he 
came by his name, Joel. When he was 
born there was some discussion as to 
what he was to be called. An older 
sister said, “Why don’t we ask God about 
it?” An elder relative said, “Maybe we 
ought to.” But the elders did not act 
on the suggestion. The child, however, 
went apart into another room, and then 
reappeared and said, “God says his 
name should be Joel.” They thought 
she had never heard that name and that 
she must mean “Joe.” However, she 
was insistent, “God said his name should 
be Joel.” And Joel it became. 

One of the loveliest stories I have heard 
of the reality of God in the experience 
of a child was told me by a fellow in- 
structor. A little son of a minister in 
Sweden was out sliding on the first ice 
of the seasom He ran and slid and 
back again, his enjoyment increasing 
with each slide, until finally he clasped 
his hands, looked up into Heaven and 
said, “Oh, God, come down and see what 
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Lesson for May 4 
fun I’m having!” How often do we 
share our joys with Him to whom we 
so often bring our sorrows! 

Seek to discover what the children in 
your care are thinking about God. Often 


you may find a clue to their behavior. 
Always it will be a help toward bring- 
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ing them into a deeper and surer knowl- 
edge of Him who is the children’s 
Friend. Sharing your own awareness of 
the presence of God in every experience 
of your life will aid a child in feeling 
the reality of God in his own. 


St. Paut, MINN. 


lll. How Did Lucifer Become the Devil? 


What caused his fall from angelic perfection to enmity toward God and man? 
By HERBERT LOCKYER, D.D., Litt.D., F.R.G.S. 


ECAUSE the once “bearer of light” 
became “the prince of darkness” 
earning for himself the name of “Satan,” 
or “adversary” of God, of man, of all 
that is good, is it not folly to under- 
estimate his power, or to cultivate an 
ignorance of his reality? Blindness to 
the existence of an enemy makes it im- 
possible to be aware of or to conquer him. 
Others may underestimate the Devil 
and invite defeat and welcome slavery 
thereby. If we accept the Scriptures as 
a divine revelation, then ‘it is incum- 
bent upon us to know something of the 
Devil’s original angelic splendor, the 
intensity of his malice since his fall, and 
the agony of his future punishment. 
While God is the creator of all an- 
gels, strictly speaking He did not create 
the Devil. He created a unique angelic 
being, who, by a free act cutting himself 
off from God, turned himself into the 
Devil. Originally, the Devil was Luci- 
fer, and the highest of the seraphim, 
who lost such a name of love by his 
fall, but avho lost nothing of his natu- 
ral supremacy, which he still exerts over 
the hierarchy of angels that fell with 
him. 


Lucifer, meaning “light bearer,” is 
found in Isaiah 14:12 (A.S.V., “day- 
star”) and is first a symbolic name for 
the God-resisting King of Babylon, Isa- 
iah, however, saw beyond this ruler to 
his demonic overlord, Satan. Combin- 
ing what Isaiah and Ezekiel say about 
this exalted angelic being, we have the 
following summary: 

1. Lucifer became Satan through 
pride, as we shall more fully point out 
(Isa, 14:12-14). Some writers think that 
he was then cast out of Heaven (Luke 
10:18), and then made the air and the 
earth the scenes dt his diabolical activ- 
ity (Eph. 2:2; 1 Pet. 5:8). The accounts 
given of the haughty ruler of Babylon 
(Ilsa, 14) and the miserable King of 
Tyre (Ezek. 28:12-18) fittingly describe 
the once glorious chief in Heaven. The 
iniquity by which Lucifer fell was pride, 
or his being “lifted up” by reason of 
his superlative beauty and brightness 
(Ezek. 28:17; see also 1 Tim. 3:6, A.S.V.). 

2. He is expressly called an angel, or 
cherub, once and again (Ezek. 28:14-16), 
and a fallen cherub (Isa. 14:12). He 
was a cherub, the highest rank in the 
angelic world. He was “the anointed 





cherub,” that is, one set apart for a 
divinely given task. He was the anointed 
cherub that “covereth,” a word suggest- 
ing Exodus 37:9. 

3. He is spoken of as having been in 
Heaven under three different names 
often found in Scripture: 

“Eden, the Garden of God” (Ezek. 
28:13). This is not the Eden of Adam, 
but an earlier garden. Adam’s Eden 
was remarkable for its vegetable glory, 


but this for its mineral glory (Rev. 
21: 10-21). 
“The holy mountain of God” (Ezek. 


28:14, 16), the place where God mani- 
fested His personal glory. 

“Thy sanctuary” (Ezek. 28:18). 

4. He is spoken of as having been in 
a most blissful state in the paradise 
of God, and holy mountain of God, in 
great honor, and beauty, and pleasure 
(Ezek. 28:14). “Stones of fire” may in- 
dicate how near Satan was to God “see 
Exod. 24:10, 17, A.S.V.). 

5. He is represented as being cast out 
of Heaven because of his sin (Ezek. 
28:16, 17). 

6. His great wisdom is spoken of as 
being corrupted by sin, that is, turned 
into a wicked craftiness (Ezek. 28:17, 
18). Cast down, he is made a spectacle 
(cf. 2 Thess. 2:8; Rev. 12:9, 10; 19:20). 

Language so peculiar and expressive, 
such as Isaiah and Ezekiel use, must 
have originated in certain facts regard- 
ing a class of celestial beings to which 
it alludes, and we have no hesitation 
in referring the descriptions given to 
the chief of the apostate angels, a once 
glorious angel in Heaven, Satan. 

Because of the enormous and eternal 
issues related to Satan’s fall, let us ex- 
amine more fully the causes of his re- 
bellion. That pride and ambition were 
especially the sins by which Satan fell 
is sufficiently evident from Paul’s warn- 
ing about being lifted up with pride, 
falling into the condemnation of the 
Devil thereby (1 Tim, 3:6). This pas- 
sage plainly asserts that he was con- 
demned for his pride. 

Excelling all other angels in power 
and glory, and made something of an 
equivalent to secretary of state to rep- 
resent God (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11), 
Satan was not content with a place of 
subordination to the will of God. . He 
rebelled against divine sovereignty, and 
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allowed self-will to assert itself in de- 
fiance of God's will (Isa. 14:13, 14; 2 
Thess, 2:4), 

The time of Satan’s rebellion against 
his Creator is a secret known enly to 


God and Satan. This we do know, as 
Erich Sauer puts it: “There must have 
arrived in the prehistoric eternity a mo- 
ment when this world prince of God 
renounced his allegiance to the Most 
High, and thereby changed from a ‘Luci- 
fer,’ a ‘light bearer’ of the divine glory, 
into an ‘adversary’ of God, and a ‘slan- 
derer’ of His saints.” That he was a 
fallen celestial being before the world 
and man were created is evident from 
the fact that he appeared to Eve, as 
the subtle serpent, and deceived her. 

Because of His sovereign will, God 
gave to angels and men, regardless of 
the perfection of intellect and Will, the 
choice of good or evil. It was thus that 
Lucifer used his gift against the Giver. 
Created in grace and lifted to the super- 
natural plane, we would have thought 
that the dazzling quality of angelic per- 
fection would have precluded the very 
thought of sin. “Yet the ennobling fact 
is that Heaven is not only given, it is 
also earned,” says Walter Farrel, in the 
remarkable book, “Satan,” edited by 
Father Bruno de Jésus-Marie. “Lucifer 
was created in sanctifying grace to 
crown his natural perfection; he was, 
that is, fully equipped to win the prize 
of Heaven, but he still had to win it. 
Because he could win, he could also 
lose. 

“Like our own, his freedom was rev- 
erently respected by the action of God; 
and, like ourselves, if he were to have 
Heaven he would have to merit it by a 
free act, by his own free choice. Be- 
cause the gates of Heaven were thrown 
open to his efforts, it became possible 
for him to go to hell. In this supreme 
test, the Devil did not win Heaven but 
lost it; or rather, he freely and delib- 
erately turned his back on it. He was 
the first; all others who joined his 
hordes, whether from among the angels 
or from among men, were volunteers, 
haunting the halls of hell only because 
they so chose.” 

In what way did Satan fail to make 
his will one with God’s will? There 
are seven avenues of invasion open to 
sin, avenues listed as the seven capital 
sins. In considering the angelic sin, we 
can strike out five of the sins, and think 
of the two purely spiritual sins of pride 
and envy as possibilities to a creature 
who had no body, who had no use for 
money, no susceptibility to injury, no 
tendency to fatigue. Since envy de- 
mands pride as an absolute prerequisite, 
it becomes clear that the sin of Lucifer, 
turning him into the Devil, was pride. 

The aspect of pride, resulting in the 
fall of Lucifer, was, as Milton suggests, 
the pride of position. He wanted, not 
only to be. equal with, or above, God 
(Isa, 14:12-14), but to thwart the divine 
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purpose for the Son of God and for the 
sons of men, 

Some of the early writers argue that 
the Devil rebelled against God because 
of His desire to make men like angels, 
and to take the place of fallen angels. 
The redemptive purpose of God, how- 
ever, is not to give men the vacated 
thrones of evil angels but to, fashion all 
who believe into His Church. 

Jonathan Edwards, the penetrating 
theologian of the eighteenth century, 
advanced the view that the angels, 
learning of the setting up of a kingdom 
for the man Christ Jesus predestinated 
for to come, and of the divine purpose 
that the human nature was to be as- 
sumed -by, and united ‘to the Second 
Person of the Trinity, and that He was 
to be the Head of all -principality and 
power became jealous of their own 
position. 

God having thus declared His great 
love for mankind, Satan, or Lucifer, be- 
ing the archangel, the very highest and 
brightest of all God’s creatures, could 
not bear it, thought it below him, and a 
great debasing of his exalted position. 
So he conceived rebellion against the 
Almighty, and drew a vast company 
with him. Their refusing to be subject 
to Christ, as man thus assumed, was 
their first sin, and in opposition they set 
up another kingdom against Him. 

It was thus through pride that Lucifer 
became Satan, the black sheep in the 
family of God, His Judas. Through this 
opposition to God, he brought a curse 
upon himself. God never cursed sinful 
man, but the serpent is under a curse 
that can never be repealed. And, be- 
cause of his pride, Satan became “the 
sworn enemy of humility.” Man’s pride 
makes him a friend of the Devil. 

A fact that must not be lost sight of 
is that the Devil, although a fallen an- 
gelic being, is still an angel. True, he 
is a*rebel angel, a prevaricator, but an 
angel created by God with and among 
the other celestial spirits. Even his fall 
and disgrace did not deprive him of the 
angelic nature that is the definition of 
his being. Satan retains the privileges 
of his unchanged nature, and is still able 
to display his original grandeur (2 Cor. 
11:14). Although now the angel of 
darkness, the Devil subsists because, in 
spite of everything, he is still an angel. 
We do not know the breathless height 
of perfection from which Satan fell; we 
only know that he carried such perfec- 
tion with him into darkness. 

By his angelic- nature, the Devil en- 
joys that independence distinctively 
characteristic of a pure spirit. Because 
of his angelic independence, he is im- 
mune to pain, to injury, to sickness, to 
death; indeed, he is even immune to 
the human discomfort of being crowded! 
Like God, and unlike man, he has no 
body. .There dare in him, then, no parts 
to be dismembered, no possibilities of 
corruption and decay, no threat of a 
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separation of parts that will result in 
death. He is incorruptible, immune to 
the vagaries, the pains, the limitations 
of the flesh, immortal. Only God, by 
His almighty power, 
Satan, recalling the borrowed existence 
by which the Devil lives; and this God 
will not do.” Angels are spirits as op- 
posed to flesh and blood (Luke 24:29; 
Eph. 6:12). 

But although created to prominence 
in the realm of angels and of men, Satan 
is doomed to eternal remorse and tor- 
ment. Cast out of Heaven (Luke 8:10), 
then to the earth (Rev. 12:9), he is to 
be fettered for a thousand years in the 
bottomless pit (Rev. 20:1-3), before be- 
ing thrown into the lake of fire, the 
final depository of the Devil, his fallen 
angels, and the wicked ‘(Rev. 20:10). 

Engulfed by the blackest despair, and 
bitterly hating himself for his plight and 
for his burning opposition, to God and 
all that was, he will be beyond mercy 
and beyond asking for it, 

(To be continued) 


we 
In Yellowstone Park With the 


Christian Fellowship Tour 


HE members of the Christian Fel- 
lowship Tour leaving Chicago June 


23 and returning thereto July 15, will, 


stay in Yellowstone National Park and 
the Grand Teton National Park from 
Thursday morning, July 10, until Sun- 
day evening, July 13. It is in Yellow- 
stone that the traveler is surrounded 
by many fantastic and spectacular sights, 
and geologists and forest rangers will 
tell much that will impress upon the 
mind something of the awe-inspiring 
story of earth. It is here that one can 
actually feel the boiling and burning 
chaos under foot. This unusual phe- 
nomenon occurs to a lesser degree in 
New Zealand and Iceland, but in Yel- 
lowstone one is in the midst of the 
greatest display of nature’s curious and 
mysterious performances, 

The story may be told of the covering 
of the area with tremendous and active 
voleanoes in almost constant eruption, 
spitting fire and belching black smoke, 
ashes, and lava. The forest was cov- 
ered with volcanic dust and the trees 
disappeared, and all organic matter was 
replaced by minerals; tree trunks be- 
came petrified, and even some roots, 
bark, and leaves turned to stone. A 
quieting of the volcanoes for a while 
permitted .the forests to grow again, but 
again the new forests experienced the 
same fate as their predecessors. A view 
from Artist Point may be observed where 
a rock canyon of 2,000 feet will disclose 
a dozen such successive forests, 

Even though the volcanoes are now 
asleep, the earth for great depths still 
retains heat. This heat makes the great 
geysers possible. As water seeps down, 


could destroy . 
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the hot rock turns it into steam, way 
down deep in the earth. The steam 
makes an effort to escape, but is stop. 
ped by columns of cold water. Increas. 
ing pressure eventually causes the erup. 
tion of the geyser. Old Faithful, world 
famous geyser, hurls hot water and 
steam 120 to 170 feet high approxi. 
mately every sixty-five minutes. Many 
other geysers may be seen, such as the 
Giant and the Giantess which throw 
their spouts as high as 200 feet, but not 
as often or as regularly; then there are 
Beehive Geyser, Grand Geyser, and 
others. The tour party will stay over. 
night at Old Faithful Inn where ~the 
world’s greatest geyser will be seen 
often. 

Other wonders of Yellowstone are 
fountain “Paint Pots” of boiling mud in 
brown, pink, and yellow tints; roaring 
explosions of mud volcanoes; Sulphur 
Mountain; magnificent Yellowstone 
Lake; great forests of tall green trees, 
and cascades; many bears (don’t feed 
them!); and 800 species of wild flowers. 
Yellowstone always attracts travelers 
not only because of its volcanic won- 
ders, but also because of its scenery of 
superb beauty. Yellowstone Lake, with 
100,miles of shore line, at an altitude of 
nearly a mile and a half above sea level, 
is not only the largest North American 
lake at such a height, but also one of 
the loveliest and wildest. 

The Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone 
River, with the Great Falls and its 300- 
foot drop, is beyond description for its 
magnificence. The Park is one of the 
world’s greatest animal preserves, Thou- 
sands of elk, moose, deer, anuj antelope 
live there; bands of mountain sheep 
climb the rocky peaks; some buffalo, 
grizzly, and black bears make up the 
permanent denizens of the Park 
Streams and river are stacked with vari- 
ous kinds of trout and may be fished 
without license. The Park is as large 
as Delaware and Rhode Island com- 
bined. . 

The Tour will also include the cruise 
in the Inland Waterways of Alaska t 
Skagway, and a train trip through snow- 
capped mountains back to the Yukon; 
two days and nights at Victoria, B. C, 
and a day and night at Lake Louise and 
Banff. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of THE SUNDAY 
Scuoot Times, and Mrs. Jaeger will ac- 
company the tour throughout. An illus 
trated folder is available which will give 
all details including costs. Send a cam 
to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, The Sunday 
School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5, if you are interested. 





Let me see to it that there are spaces 
of silence and solitude in my daily life, 
times consecrated to the business of 
prayer.—Keswick Calendar. 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 5. MAY 4. GOD REVEALS HIS LAW 


Exodus 19 and 20; Deuteronomy 5; printed text, Exodus 19:3-6; 20:1-4, 7, 8, 12-17 


Golden Text.—Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me 
above all people.—Exod. 19:5 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Exod. 19:3 And Moses went up unto God, and the Lorp 
called unto him out of the mountain, saying, Thus shalt 
thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of 
Israel; 

4 Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how 
I bare you on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto myself. 

5 Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep 
my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me 
above all people: for all the earth is mine: 

6 And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an 
holy nation. These are the words which thou shall speak 
unto the children of — 


Chap. 20: 1 And God lie all these seit saying, 
2 I am the Lorp thy God, which have brought thee out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 


in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 


7 Thou shalt not take the name of the Lorp thy God in 
vain; for the Lorp will not hold him guiltless that taketh his 
name in vain. 

8 Remember the sabbath om to me. it holy. 


12 feiiiis thy father and thy mother: that thy days may 
be long upon the land which the Lorp thy God giveth thee. 

13 Thou shalt not kill. ° 

14 Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

15 Thou shalt not steal. 

16 Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour, 

17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt 
not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his 
maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is 
thy neighbour’s. 





3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or 
any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

HE Ten Commandments, sometimes 

called The Decalogue or The Ten 

Words, constitute the covenant that 
God made with Israel. They were the 
basis of their national] life and the mark 
of their unique relationship with God. 
This does not mean that they have no 
application outside of Israel. They are 
findamental for the whole human race 
and ‘constitute an expression of God’s 
righteousness as that righteousness lays 
Moral demands upon men. It is just as 
dbligatory upon a Chinese or a Hotten- 
ttt as upon a Jew to have no gods but 
the one living and true God. To wor- 
thip any other god is sin. The tradi- 
tions of multiplied generations do not 
cancel out that responsibility. The only 
one of the Ten Commandments concern- 
ing whose universal application there 
might be a dispute is the Fourth, and 
Wen here there is a principle involved 
that extends to all men, that the dis- 
Position of their time must be under 
the command of God. 

In our age of grace we must avoid 
two errors. First, we must avoid legal- 
im, which would on the one hand make 
tbedience to the Law the means of 
falvation, and on the other hand would 
ttake conformity to rules and regula- 
tins the very essence of the Christian 
life, 


The second error to be avoided is 
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antinomianism, which is a kind of an- 
tipathy to Law, a claim to liberty which 
actually amounts to license. Any ex- 
pression of the will of God will be law 
to the true child of God, written not 
on tables of stone for outward compul- 
sion but on the tables of the heart for 
inward constraint. 

We shall fully realize that the com- 
mandments of God are beyond our abil- 
ity to keep, but we shall open our hearts 
to His Spirit for that inward strength- 
ening that will make the knowing and 
doing of God’s will a joy and a delight. 
We are indeed free from the Law so 
far as its curse is concerned, but we 
will gladly bow to its guidance. It is 
at least the scaffolding that aids in the 
building of a holy character. 


Verse by Verse 

Exod, 19:3.—“And Moses went up unto 
God .. . say to the house of Jacob... 
children of Israel.” “Up” refers to 
Mount Sinai, a peak of the Horeb group. 
It was familiar territory to Moses. See 
3:12. Notice how the nation carries both 
names of their father—Jacob and Israel. 

Verse 4—“Ye have seen what I did 
... I 'bare you on eagles’ wings... 
unto myself.” Figure of eagles’ wings 
is highly descriptive and is elsewhere 
used in Scripture (Deut. 32:11; Isa. 40: 
31, and so forth). 

Verse 5.—*“. . . if ye will obey, my 
voice ... ye shall be a pebuliar treas- 
ure unto me... all the earth is mine.” 
The call to obey is based on a reminder 
of what God had done for them. That 
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is the way of grace. God could have 
chosen any nation for Himself, since 
all are His in ultimate possession. 

Verse 6.—“, . . a kingdom of priests, 
and an holy nation . . .” Compare 1 
Peter 2:9; Revelation 1:6. 

Chap. 20:1.—“And God spake all these 
words...” In this case it was audible 
speech, heard by all the people (see 
v. 19). 

Verse 2—“I . . . brought thee out of 
the land of Egypt...” Once again the 
Law is propounded on the basis of who 
God is (Jehovah) and what He has 
done. It was the Law for a delivered 
people, 

Verse 3.—“Thou shalt have no other 
gods before me.” No other god had 
shared the task of redeeming them, 
therefore no other god should share 
their worship and devotjon. Besides, 
there is no God apart from Jehovah. 

Verse 4—“Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any graven image ...” Whether 
it be an image to represent another god, 
or an image to represent God, it is for- 
bidden. The First Commandment itself 
would forbid an image to another god, 
and the spirituality of God forbids the 
second. 

Verse 7.—“Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in vain...” 
This would include profanity in speech, 
perjury connected with God’s name, 
thoughtless and frivolous use vf the 
name, and minced oaths, 

Verse 8.—“Remember the sabbath day, 
to keep it holy.” The Sabbath Day is 
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the rest day. The seventh day com- 
memorated God’s “rest” after the six 
creative days, and as such was given to 
Israel as part of the Covenant. The 
principle of rest still holds in our Lord’s 
Day with the commemorative aspect 
moved from the old creation to the new 
creation in Christ. 

Verse 12.—‘Honour thy father and thy 
mother...” Paul calls this “the first 
commandment with promise” (Eph. 
6:2), and binds it upon children in the 
Christian community—not as a means 
of salvation, but as an expression of 
obedience. e 

Verse 13.—“Thou shalt not kill.” This 
does not apply to capital punishment, 
for which the Law of Moses made pro- 
vision, but only to .personal action. See 
—Matthew 5:21, 22. 

Verse 14—“Thou shalt not commit 
adultery.” If the Fifth Commandment 
preserved the sanctity of life, this pre- 
serves the sanctity of sex and the mari- 
tal relation. (See Matt, 5:27, 28.) 

Verse 15—“Thou shalt not steal.” 
Here is a recognition of private prop- 
erty that must be held inviolate. Rob- 
bery and petty thieving are both con- 
demned. 

Verse 16.—“Thou shalt not bear false 
witness .. .” The Ninth Commandment 
upholds the sanctity of truth, not only 
in a court of law but in everyday con- 
versation. Lying is a dastardly weapon. 

Verse 17.—“Thou shalt not covet .. .” 
The First and the Tenth commandments 
are the commandments of the heart— 
the one toward God and the other 
toward man. Covetousness is the heart 
Stealing. Paul calls it idolatry (Col. 
3:5), which links it with the First and 
Second commandments, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


We are told that God wrote the Ten 
Commandments upon two tables of stone 
that Moses prepared for the purpose 
(Exod, 34:28). How many Command- 
ments were on each of the stones, we 
cannot be sure. Two divisions have 
been suggested. The ancient Jewish 
division was five and five, which would 
link the Fifth Commandment concern- 
ing honoring one’s parents with the 
Fourth, which specially concerned our 
relationship with God; the thought be- 
ing that parents stand in the place of 
God to the children until they are of 
age to assume their own moral and 
spiritual responsibility. The more gen- 
eral division, however, is four and six: 
the four embracing our duty Godward, 
and the six declaring our obligation 
manward. It should be noted that the 
four Commandments Godward are cal- 
culated to glorify God: first, in His 
unigueness and sole deity; second, in 
His spiritual essence; third, in the sanc- 
tity of His name; and fourth, in His 
right to order our time, with special 
emphasis on the Sabbath. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
4. April 27.—God Delivers His People. 
Exodus 11:1 to 15:18 
Next Week’s Lesson 


6. May 11.—God’s Provision for Wor- 
BT Ncindcnes sekacdseuse Exodus 35 to 40 








It is not without significance that the 
Roman Catholic Church, with its multi- 
tude of graven images, merges the Sec- 
ond Commandment with the First, and 
to preserve the number ten makes two 
of the Tenth Commandment. 

In the second table the parent-child 
relationship receives first notice, for 
the home is the foundation of society. 
Following this, we are reminded of the 
sanctity of human life, which must 
therefore not be put in jeopardy at the 
whim of any individual. 

Next we are reminded of the sanctity 
of sex and the marital relationship. 
Breakdown in this area means the 
breakdown of the home and the corrup- 
tion of all society. 

The rights of private property are 
recognized in the next Commandment, 
So that we have no right to appropriate 
that which belongs to another without 
his will and consent. 

The Ninth Commandment protects 
truth, which is the foundation of all 
integrity and justice, whether it be in 
a court of law or whether it be over a 
back fence. Falsehood spoken against 
our neighbor is a breach‘of the moral 
order, 

The Tenth Commandment has to do 
with desire that might issue in theft, 
adultery, murder, or false witness. If 
the heart is kept free from covetousness 
there will be no call for a breach of 
these other Commandments. The Law, 
therefore, takes cognizance of the state 








Questions for Teacher and: Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HERE were the Ten Command- 
ments given? 
2. How were the Ten Commandments 
first given? 
3. How were the Ten Commandments 
preserved? 
4. What gre the two divisions of the 
Ten Commandments? 
5. What is the preamble of the Ten 
Commandments? 
6. What use can be made of the Ten 
Commandments in evangelism? 
7. What place have the Ten Command- 
ments in the Christian life? 
8. How can we “keep” the Ten Com- 
mandments? 
9. Which commandment did Jesus say 
was “the first and great commandment”? 
10. What i8’the “eleventh” command- 
ment? 
(Answers on page 310) 
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of the heart before any overt act is 
committed, and our Lord clearly drew 
attention to that in the Sermon on the 
Mount (Matt. 5:21-30). 

These Commandments are as basic to- 
day as in the day when they were first 
given. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. The call to obedience (Exod. 19:3-§) 
2. The Law presents our duty Godward 
(chap. 20: 1-11) 
3. The Law presents our duty manward 
(vs. 12-17) 


Topics for Development 

Using the Ten Commandments. We have 
already mentioned, in The Approach, 
something of the use of the Ten Com- 
mandments, but I would like to mention 
two specific usages. The first is in 
evangelism. The Law is not the Gospel, 
but until men realize themselves con- 
demned under the Law they will have 
little concern about the Gospel. The 
Holy Spirit convicts of sin, and surely 
that is in respect to the Law. Gener- 
ally, men must be brought to Sinai be- 
fore they have any interest in Calvary, 
and it is completely legitimate for an 
evangelist to use the Ten Command- 
ments as that Word of God by which 
men will be brought to know their guilt. 
Then they will be ready to hear of the 
amnesty that has been proclaimed on 
the basis of Christ’s sin bearing. 

The second use is in character build- 
ing. We are living in a day when law- 
lessness is rampant. Responsibility, ob- 
ligation, authority, obedience—these are 
becoming foreign words, very much 
lacking in the vocabulary of our gen- 
eration. Our young people need to be 
taught these words all over again, and 
the Ten Commandments are a good 
place to begin. Here we have the quin- 
tessence of rectitude and justice. We 
shall not offer them the Ten Command- 
ments as the way of salvation, but we 
ought to build them into the warp and 
woof of their moral thinking. Only 
thus shall we produce a generation with 
a strong sense of right and wrong. 


The Eleventh Commandment. Jesus 
said to His disciples in the upper room, 
“This is my commandment, that ye love 
one another” (John 15:12). Bishop Us- 
sher called this the Eleventh Command- 
ment. Our Lord coupled the command- 
ment, “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself,” with the First and great com- 
mandment, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God,” affirming that upon “these two 
commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets” (Matt. 22:37-40), while 
the Apostle Paul in writing to the Ro- 
mans declared that the Law was sum- 
med up in this, “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself” (Rom: 13:9). Lov- 
ing God will certainly answer the first 
four Commandments of the Decalogue 
while loving our neighbor will answer 
the other six. So love is the answer to 
the whole Law. a 
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Lesson for May 4 


Practical Applications 

As your creator, God is entitled to 
your obedience; but being redeemed by 
Him makes your obligation to obey Him 
all the greater. 

God has chosen you to be a “peculiar 
treasure” to Him; let your obedience 
substantiate your favored position, 

Whatever occupies the dominating 
place in your heart and life is your god 
—whether money, success, or pleasure. 
These can make a heathen cf you. 

See to the First and Tenth command- 
ments, and all the others will be well 
cared for, 

The Law will not save you, but only 
a salvation which honors the Law is a 
true salvation. 


Golden Text 
Exod. 19:5.—“. . . if ye will obey my 
voice . . . ye shall be a peculiar treas- 


ure unto me...” That “if” spells law, 
probation, condition; and we who are 
“not under the law, but under grace” 
shrink from it. Yet it remains true that 
God’s “peculiar treasure” is that com- 
pany of people who obey His voice. That 
is their distinctive mark. 
Ei_muurst, ILL, 
ve 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTteD HYMNS 
“Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 
“When We Walk With the Lord” 

“All the Way My Saviour Leads Me” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Thy 
loving care delights our hearts, O Lord, 
and for it we are truly grateful. Bless 
to-us this lesson today that we may 
more clearly see that it is always best 
to obey Thee. Forgive us all past dis- 
obedience and help us gladly to yield 
to Thy control in everything. Bless 
Thy truth wherever it is given forth 
today and use it to bring the rebellious 
and sinful to repentance and a new life. 
Bless and use our missionaries and let 
the knowledge of the Saviour be given 
to all people. Give special mercy to 
all afflicted people and remember 
friends and loved ones of ours who are 
sick or in other trouble. Give them the 
help they need and turn their troubles 
to some good end. Enlighten, guide, and 
help those who rule the nations that 
justice and peace may flourish. Multi- 
ply Christian homes in this and other 
lands and lead us all into those good 
works by which we shall best glorify 
Thee and serve the need of others. We 
ask all in our Saviour’s name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Recently I visited 


. in the hospital a fine Christian woman 


in her eighties who had been seriously 
ill but was much improved. Before the 
doctor would let her go home, he gave 
her careful instructions about avoiding 
Strain and fatigue. He told her how 
to live within the limits of her weak- 
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ened state and asked her to promise to 
obey his instructions. “If those are your 
orders, doctor,” she said, “I shall. obey 
them.” Then she told him that when 
she was a child her father once talked 
to her about the importance of obe- 
dience. One thing he had said had 
stayed with her ever since. It was 
this: “If you have obedience, you have 
everything.” 

That father was only echoing God’s 
teaching as we have it in this lesson. 
The Golden Text shows that to be obe- 
dient to God is to have all that really 


oor Onis coe 


matters. “If ye will obey my voice in- 
deed,” said God to Israel, “ye shall be 
a peculiar treasure unto me.” A special 
treasure is highly valued and therefore 
is carefully guarded and cared for, And 
if we obey God, we become specially 
precious to Him and will have His care 
and protection. And having God ‘and 
His care we have everything worth hav- 
ing. So does it hold true, as that wise 
father told his little girl years ago, “If 
you have obedience, you have every- 
thing.” : 
Catcary, AtTa., CAN. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Ye have seen what I did...” (Exod. 
19:4).—One of the most helpful things 
in the Christian life is a good, compre- 
hensive grasp—in the Spirit's power, of 
course—of that which the Lord has 
done, 

We are naturally self-centered and, as 
a consequence, inclined to put too much 
emphasis on what we do, and not enough 
on what the Lord has done. 

In the first eighteen chapters of Ex- 
odus, the Lord is seen working mightily 
for Israel. He sheltered them under 
the blood of the lamb and brought them 
out of the house of bondage and _ the 
furnace of affliction. He opened the Red 
Sea for them to pass through and guided 
them day and night. 

He saved them from their enemies and 
filled their hearts with song. He gave 
them manna from Heaven and water 
from the flinty rock. He brought them 
as on eagles’ wings to Himself. 




















Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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What the Lord did for Israel is typical 


of that which He has done for us. “For 
Christ also hath once suffered for sins, 
the just for the unjust, that he might 
bring us to God .. .” (1 Pet. 3:18). 


“Unto Myself’—two words, but worth to 


me 
A world of gold, because in them I see 
An end to all my questionings and pain: 
“Unto Himself’ my gain. 

“Unto Himself’”—the jealousy of love 
Would wean my heart from all to things 

above; > 
The end is sweet, though bitter be the 


way 
“Unto Himself” for aye. 
“Unto Himself’—no earthly tongue can 
tell 
The bliss I find, since in His heart I dwell, 
The things that charmed me once seem 
all as naught; 
“Unto Himself” I'm brought. 
—H. G. 


“. .. ye shall be a peculiar treasure 
unto me .. .” (Exod. 19:5).—This is the 
first time we encounter that big little 
word if in the relationship between God 
and Israel. The three glorious blessings 
God proposed for Israel: (1) a special 
treasure to Himself, (2) a kingdom of 
priests, and (3) a holy nation, were 
contingent upon their obedience. “If ye 
will obey my voice...” They accepted 
the condition. 

The Lord Himself says, “My covenant 
they brake, although I was an husband 
unto them” (Jer. 31:32). We are re- 
minded of many brides and grpoms who 
take their vows and make wonderful 
promises, but do not wait for death to 
part them; they separate over the most 
inconsequential matters! 

The nation did not become a kingdom 
of priests. The priesthood fell to Aaron 
and his sons, and for anyone else to 
intrude into the priest's office was to 
court certain death (Num, 18:7). 

What Israel lost through disobedience 
under the Sinaitic covenant she will be 
given under the New Covenant when 
God’s Law shall be written on their 
hearts (Jer, 31:31-34). 

In the interim, the threefold blessing 
that God proposed for Israel in Exodus 
19:5 is given to the believing remnant 
to whom Peter wrote, and to all who 
are born again of incorruptible seed, by 
the Word of God. (See 1 Pet, 2:9.) 

The expression “peculiar treasure” 
does not mean something odd or strange. 
It carries the sense of “purchased posses- 
sion”—something exceptionally choice. 

When my wife was a little girl, money 
in the family was not especially plenti- 
ful. She had one lovely large doll, but 
it was so big she could not make clothes 
for it. On her way to and from school, 
she saw in a store window a little doll 
priced at five cents. She wanted it! 
She was actually afraid to ask for it, 
but kept telling her mother how won- 
derful it would be if she could have 
it! One day her mother presented her 
with five cents and told her to go and 
get the dolly. She bounded away in 
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glee; and as she bounded home, her 
glee was multiplied. How she ‘loved 


that doll and played with it! It was 


indeed her peculiar treasure. 

We may often feel like five cents in 
value; but, nevertheless, to the Lord 
we are His peculiar treasure! 


“Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image ...” (Exod. 20:4).—At 
the wery time Moses was receiving this 
Commandment on the mountain, they 
were making the golden calf! The act 
of Moses in dashing the two tables of 
stone to pieces at the base of the mount 
is very significant (Exod. 32:19). It 
virtually said: “In* breaking the First 
Commandment, you have broken them 
all [see Jas. 2:10]. I dare not bring 
this holy Law into your midst. To do 
so, would mean death for you all. I 
will be your mediator before God.” 

How profoundly thankful we should 
be for the truth stated in Galatians 
3: 10-14! 

The Lord Jesus Christ, who kept the 
Law perfectly, died in the place of trans- 
gressors and rose for our justification. 
Now the “righteousness of the law” is 
“fulfilled in us, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom. 8:4). 

Wawagna, Catir. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, many things have been 
written and spoken of the Ten Com- 
mandments, of which you have heard 
all your life and will continue to hear 
the remainder of your days; but noth- 
ing so eloquent and comprehensive as 
the comments of the Lord Jesus and of 
David. If you will let these comments 
sink into your understanding, and if you 
will memorize them, you will always 
hold God’s Law in highest esteem and 
be glad that you are subject to it. 
First, in reply to one of the scribes 
when he asked, “Which is the great 
commandment in the law? - Jesus said 
unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great command- 
ment. And the second is like unto it, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self. On these two commandments hang 
all the law and the prophets” (Matt. 
22: 35-40). The matter of worship and 
loyalty to God, the refraining from idol- 
atry, the keeping of the Sabbath Day, 
honoring parents, of murder, of theft, 


. of adultery, of lying and covetousness— 


all is resolved in those two brief sen- 
tences spoken by our Lord. 

The other comment, by David in the 
19th Psalm, is this: “The law of the 
Lord is perfect, converting the soul: 
the testimony of the Lord is sure, mak- 
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ing wise the simple. The statutes of 
the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: 
the commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightening the eyes. The fear of the 
Lord is clean, enduring for ever: the 
judgments of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether. More to be de- 
sired are they than gold, yea, than much 
fine gold: sweeter also than honey and 
the honeycomb. Moreover by them is 
thy servant warned: and in keeping of 
them there is great reward” (Psa, 19: 
7-11). 

Paul told the Galatians, “Wherefore 
the law was our schoolmaster to bring 
us unto Christ, that we might be justi- 
fied by faith” (Gal. 3:24). You know the 
value of school education in fitting you 
for this life: God’s Law is necessary to 
fit us both for this life and the life to 
come. 

WEAVERVILLE, N, C, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Lesson for May 4 
My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ANDRA, please pass out the cards, 

“Man’s Responsibility to God.” Let 
us see who can answer Question 1 with- 
out looking at the card. “How may 
everyone know there is a God?” (“The 
heavens declare the glory of God; and 
the firmament sheweth his handywork. 
Day unto day uttereth speech, and night 
unto night sheweth knowledge. There 
is no speech nor language, where their 
voice is not heard”—Psa, 19:1-3.) Good. 
_The next question is, “What kind of 
people say, ‘There is no God’?” Read 
the answer. (“The fool hath said in his 
heart, There is no God”—Psa. 14:1.) 
No person in his right mind can doubt 
the existence of God, since the whole 
universe shows order and design. Any- 
one who thinks at all must realize that 
it was created by someone with infinite 
power and wisdom. You know, for in- 
stance, that our solar system is always 
in motion; yet no planet gets out of 
its orbit and bangs into another. But 
all goes on so perfectly that men can 
predict exactly where each planet will 
be at any given time. It is just as fool- 
ish to say that all of them “happened” 
into their right places, as it would be 
for me to say that the parts of my watch 
“happened” to come together and ar- 
range themselves so that the watch 
could tell time! 

Now I would like to have five girls 
each say a few words about one of the 
silhouette pictures on the bulletin 
board: “Slaves,” “Call of Moses,” 
“Plagues,” “Passover,” and “Red Sea.” 
Good. The sixth one is “wilderness,” 
because, after the Israelites crossed the 
Red Sea, they journeyed for years 
through the wilderness. There were no 
stores there where they could buy pro- 
visions, but God sent them food from 
Heaven. There were no drinking foun- 
tains in the wilderness, but God gave 
His people water from a rock. There 
were no road signs, telling which way 
to go, but God led them by a cloud in 
the daytime and by a pillar of fire at 
night, 

When the Israelites had been travel- 
ing three months, they came to the wil- 
derness of Sinai, and there they camped 
for almost a year. While they were 
there, God called Moses up to the top 
of Mt. Sinai to receive His message for 
the people. Read it in Exodus 19:3-6. 
When Moses came down from the 
mountain he told God's message to the 
Israelites, and they agreed at once. 
Read their answer in verse 8. This was 
a fine answer, but it was much more 
easily said than done. The people did 
not realize God’s holiness or their sin- 
fulness. They had rejoiced in God’s 
deliverances, and His provision for them. 
Now it was time for. them to learn about 
His holiness, His majesty, and what rev- 
erence was due Him. Let us read the 
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remainder of this 19th chapter of Ex- 
odus, to see something of this. Can you 
picture the smoking, shaking mountain 
surrounded by flashing lightning, with 
roaring thunder, and the loud, long blast 
of the trumpet? No wonder the peo- 
ple trembled! Why is it good for us to 
read of this? (So we will reverence 
God more.) Right. Although God is 
infinitely loving and gave His own Son 
for us, we should never forget that He 
is infinitely great and holy, and there- 
fore should have our deepest reverence. 

Now we will read together the Ten 
Commandments from Exodus 20:1-17. 
This is the foundation of God’s Law, 
given to Moses to take down the moun- 
tain to His people. When we learned 
these verses last year, we saw that the 
first four Commandments were about 
man’s duty to God, and the last six 
about man’s duty to his fellow man. 

Although the Ten Commandments 
were given to Israel, there are similar 
ones in the New Testament for Christ’s 
followers. See if we can find them 
quickly. Ann, please keep the place 
here in Exodus 20 so you can read each 
Commandment as one of the others 
reads a New Testament verse corre- 
sponding to it. The rest of you look up 
one of the following references: Mat- 
thew 6:33; 1 John 5:21; Matthew 7:21; 
Ephesians 6:1, 2; Matthew 5:44; 1 Timo- 
thy 5:22; Ephesians 4:28; Colossians 3: 
14; and Hebrews 13:5). You did not 
give us any New Testament references 
about the Sabbath Day.) Right. That 
is because the keeping of the Sabbath 
was a sign between God and the nation 
of Israel. This is said three times over 
in Exodus 31. That command is not re- 
peated to Christians. Israel was com- 
manded to keep the Sabbath as a 
memorial of God’s finished work of 
creation. Christians worship on the first 
day of the week in celebration of 
Christ’s finished work of redemption. 

Do you girls see that although Chris- 
tians are not under the Law as it was 
given to the Israelites, yet their stand- 
ards of conduct are even higher? God 
wants “the righteousness of the law... 
fulfilled in us,” and it can be if we yield 
to the control of the Holy Spirit. 





This quarter we are learning the Scripture 
Catechism Card, ‘“‘Man’s Responsibility to God” 
(20c a doz.) and using Mrs. Emmy Lou Mur- 
phy’s red silhouette pictures, ““Landmarks of 
Exodus,” companion to her black ones of 
Genesis (each set 40c, or 2 for 75c). Both 
may be ordered from V. D. Gunderson, Fern- 
dale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
ve 


If we examine the troubles of God’s 
children, we shall find that too many 
of them arise from unbelieving fears 
concerning the future; let me but re- 
member that Christ, at the right hand 
of God, counts all my troubles His own. 


—Keswick Calendar. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Laws for God’s People 
(Exod. 19:7, 8; 20:3, 4a, Ya, 8, 12a, 18-1%a, 
end with “covet’’) 


OME years ago a London newspaper 

printed a picture of a policeman 
near Buckingham Palace holding up 
traffic with his white-gloved hands; 
busses, horses, motor vans, taxis, bi- 
cycles—all were obedient and kept their 
places. People craned their necks to 
see. .Was the king, perhaps, coming 
through the great palace gates? A 
mother duck and her ten little ducklings 
in single file waddled safely across the 
street. When the big policeman low- 
ered his arm, all the traffic lines rolled 
on. “That was just like Moses and the 
Israelites crossing the Red Sea,” said a 
little girl, showing the picture to her 
father, “only there were ‘no Egyptians 
following after.” What do your “head- 
lines” tell about the events that led up 
to Moses and the Israelites crossing the 
Red Sea while God held up the waves 
by His wind? (Review briefly the 
plagues and the crossing.) Did any of 
you make up a song about what the 
Lord has done for you? 


This week you will find Moses’ people 
having new and terrible experiences in 
the desert. Would you like to make up 
headlines again about these things? On 
their way (Exod. 15:22-27). Food (chap, 
16). Water (17:1-7). War (vs. 8-16). 
Worship (chap. 19). Laws (chap. 20). 
Broken laws (24:12-18; chap. 32). 

In two months Moses andehis people 
traveled to the area where Moses had 
been taking care of sheep when he saw 
the tree burning and God sent him to 
help get the people free. (Make a moun- 
tain symbol for Sinai on the second 
map suggested last week, and draw an 
arrow to indicate the route of the peo- 
ple since the last lesson.) Here, before, 
Moses saw God’s presence and heard 
His voice. (Refer to the first map, and 
review.) Wili the people find God here, 
too? see Him in some way? hear Him? 
Listen while I read the story as Moses 
wrote it, and remember the worst thun¢ 
derstorm you were ever in. (Read 
Exod. 19:16-19.) Then came the Ten 
Commandments to be their rules for 
living. Can you imagine God’s great 
voice saying them? (Read 20:1-17.) How 
did the people feel? (vs, 18-20.) 

How many of these Ten Command- 
ments can you remember—one for each 
finger? They are just as much for boys 


. and girls in nice homes in America as 


for Israelites in tents in the desert of 
Sinai! For instance, some of our boys 
and girls are not here today. Do you 
suppose something else got in in place 
of God on His day? Could play be an 
idol in place of God? How many of 
you have been cross at or criticized 
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Lesson for May 4 


your father or mother unkindly this 
very day? Do you boys play at shoot- 
ing people? What mean stories have 
you told about your neighbor? 

The Israelites thought that they could 
do what God wanted. They said, “All 
that the Lord hath spoken we will do” 


(Exod, 19:8, Memory Verse). But they. 


did not. You have not. That is why 
Christ died on the cross to pay for their 
sins and for yours. Ask God’s forgive- 
ness. Ask Christ to come into your 
heart, and His Spirit will help you keep 
His rules. With His help you may prom- 
ise—(repeat the Memory Verse as you 
place it in the space on the poster near 
the children.) Later God wrote the Ten 
Commandments on stone tablets. (A 
half sheet of gray construction paper, 
folded, with the upper corners rounded 
off, may represent the two tablets, on 
which the Ten Commandments may be 
copied in brief form by each child. 
Have a sample prepared beforehand, 
showing a good arrangement of the Ten 
on the four sides of the paper.) 


Orono, MAINE. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


N THE very long ago, you remember, 

there were no Bibles. God had to 
lead the Jewish people, when He was 
returning them to their own land, by a 
cloud in the daytime and a pillar of 
fire at night. (Incidentally, Teacher, 
be certain that your children under- 
stand that this is not a “pillow” of fire.) 
That was because they could not look 
in His Book and learn from it what He 
wanted them to do and where He 
wanted them to go. God is holy and 
pure and sinless. He wants those who 
love Him to be holy and pure and free 
from sin. God told Moses that He would 
meet him on the Sinai mountain. So 
perfect is God that He must be wor- 
shiped carefullfy and sincerely. That 
was why He instructed Moses to set 
boundaries at the foot of the mountain 
so that the people would not try to rush 
up to see Him. Then, while God told 
Moses ten laws that He wanted His 
people to remember, He covered the 
mountain with a thick cloud. 

Before giving the Law, God reminded 
His people that He was the one who 
had freed them from slavery in Egypt. 
He was the one who had done miracle 
upon miracle in order to get them back 
to their homeland. So mighty and per- 
fect is He that He has the right to say 
what men should and should not do. 
In the first five of the Commandments, 
God showed His people their responsi- 
bility to Him. In the last five Com- 
mandments, He showed them their re- 
sponsibility to others. 

God is concerned that we (as well 
as those to whom He gave the Com- 
mandments) remember that there is 
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only one true and living God. To pray 
to an idol or an image is a dreadful 
thing in God’s eyes. Using His name 
as a swear word is cause for punish- 
ment by God Himself. We are to keep 
His day as a holy day. No matter how 
old we may be, we are to honor our 
parents. We are not to murder, do un- 
clean things, steal, lie, or want for our- 
selves something that belongs to some- 
one else. We should say with our 
hearts, “All that the Lord hath spoken 
we will do.” 

Among Us Teachers: Your children 


‘will doubtless be waiting untij they are 


Juniors to memorize the Ten Command- 
ments. However, we have just read in 
“Peloubet’s Select Notes” an excellent 
poem that they could very well com- 
mit to memory. By reviewing it occa- 
sionally in class, the children will not 
have much difficulty in memorizing the 
Commandments later. 


Thou shalt not have more gods but Me. 
Before no idol bow the knee. 

Take not the name of God in vain. 
Nor dare the Sabbath day profane. 
Give both thy parents honor due. 
Take heed that you no murder do. 
Abstain from words and deeds unclean. 
. Nor steal, though thou art poor and 
mean. - 

. Nor make a willful lie, nor love it. 

. What is thy neighbor’s do not covet. 


SO SIMMS ww 


a 


If your Primaries are like this writer 
was at that age, they will be able to 
learn this more quickly if it is set to 
music. By using only the stanza of 
“Jesus Loves Me,” and repeating it three 
times, these lines can be sung quite 
easily. The first three (or four) words 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 304) 


1. At Sinai. 

2. Orally, God speaking them in the 
hearing of the people. 

3. On two tables of stone, 

4. The Godward Commandments (1-4) 
and the manward Commandments 
(5-10). 

5. “I am the Lord thy God, which 
have brought thee out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage” 
(Exod. 20:2). 

6. The condemnation of the Law 
makes men realize their need of the 
Gospel. 

7. They present a basic standard that 
Ought to be built into our moral] think- 
ing. 

8. “It is God which worketh in you 
both to will and to do of his good pleas- 
ure” (Phil, 2:13). 

9. “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind” (Matt. 22:37). 

10. “That ye love one another” (John 
15:12). 
ELMHurRST, ILL, 
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of each line will have to fit into the 
first two (or three) words of the hymn. 
For example, in the first line, the words 


“shalt not” both fit on the one note 
bearing the second syllable of “Je-sus.” 
The “before” of line two is sung to the 
note bearing the word “for.” You ‘can 
make up two more lines to add to the 
poem so that your sorig comes out even. 
For example, you could use: 

These are Ten Commandments true; 

“All that the Lord hath spoken we will 

do.” 

This last line, you will see, is a quota- 
tion from the memory verse. Inciden- 
tally, many teachers make flash cards 
for their memory verses, putting one 
word of the verse on each card. For 
this lesson, the flash card could be in 
the shape of the stones on which the 
Decalogue was given. 

MILLERSVILLE, Pa, 


v2 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


What Pharaoh Didn’t Know.—Now 
therefore, if ye will obey my voice in- 
deed, and keep my covenant, then ye 
shall be a peculiar treasure unto me 
above all people (Exod. 19:5, Golden 
Text). I was looking at an inscription 
in the Museum in Cairo, one of the most 
wonderful museums in the world. In 
this museum there is a stone about ten 
or twelve feet high, and five to six feet 
wide. It is made of black granite, pol- 
ished on both sides, with an inscription 
on one side, and was made’ in the days 
of the son of Rameses the Second. That 


carries us back about 1,400 years B.C. ' 


On the stone Pharaoh, in a very proud 
way and in poetical phrases, relates his 
victories. The inscription ends with 
these words, “Israel is annihilated; Is- 
rael will have no posterity.” But that 
proud Pharaoh did not know Jehovah, 
and did not know that the everlasting 
command of Jehovah was that His peo- 
ple were to remain and to be His wit- 
nesses throughout the ages—witnesses, 
as we know, of His sovereignty, and 
witnesses also of His mercy.—From the 
Jewish Era. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


He Carries Us and Our Burdens.—I 
bare you on eagles’ wings (Exod. 19:4). 
A preacher was busy in his study, while 
his little boy looked at a book of pic- 
tures by the fireside. He suddenly 
wanted a large book he had left upstairs, 
and asked his boy to go for it. He was 
away a long time, and after a while 
the father thought he heard the sound 
of sobbing on the stairs. He went out, 
and at the top of the staircase he saw 
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his son crying bitterly, with the large 
book he had tried to lift and carry, lying 
at his feet. “Oh, daddy,” he cried, “I 
can’t carry it. It’s too heavy for me.” 
Then, in a moment, the father was up 
the stairs, and stooping down, took up 
both the book and the little fellow in 
his strong arms, and carried them both 
to the room below. “And that,” he 
found himself thinking later, “is how 
God deals with His children when they 
cry to Him in their need. He carries 
both them and their burdens, and there 
is no longer need for tears.”—From the 
Methodist Recorder. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 





= 


No Need To Investigate the Rocks.— 
And God spake all these words (Exod. 
20:1). “Have you studied Voltaire, Tom 
Paine, Robert Ingersoll, or any of 
those fellows?” asked a friend of a 
Christian captain of a steamship. “No,” 
replied the captain. “Well, you should. 
You can’t fairly turn down their argu- 
ments until you have thoroughly inves- 
tigated them for yourself,” argued the 
captain’s boyhood friend. “I’ve been 
captain of this ship for a long time, 
John,” returned the captain. “The chart 
that was given me early in my career 
pointed out the deep water that would 
carry the ship safely into port. As a 
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young captain I never considered it ad- 
visable to investigate the rocks. The 
sad experience I have known others to 
have had with the rocks has been suffi- 
cient warning to me. So, the Bible that 
I learned at my mother’s knee, in the 
old Sunday school, and from my pastor, 
is my chart for the sea of life!”—From 
Bible Expositor and Illuminator. Sent 
by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 
Prize illustration, 


Christian Idol.—Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me (Exod. 20:3). A 
missionary. to India was talking with a 
cultivated Brahmin and urging upon 
him the claims of the Christian religion, 
The Brahmin had seen too much of 
commercial Christianity as displayed by 
merchants and government officials, He 
listened politely, but at the end of the 
conversation he stood a little image on 
the table, wrote on a slip of paper, and 
placed it under the image: he then drew 
a shining gold coin, an English sov- 
ereign, from his pocket, wrote on an- 
other slip of paper, and placed it under 
the sovereign. Turning to the mission- 
ary, he said, “Read these.” Under the 
image were written the’ words, “Heathen 
Idol”; under the coin he had placed the 
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inscription, “Christian Idol.”"—From the 
Earnest. Worker. Sent by Julius F. 
Schipper, Zeeland, Mich. 


The Greater Offense.—Thou shalt not 
take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain; for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless that taketh his name in vain 
(Exod. 20:7). In the army it is the 
custom for one who is profane, in the 
presence of the chaplain, to say, “Oh, 
pardon me, Chaplain.” The amazing 
irrelevance of such a request in the face 
of a sin against someone infinitely more 
to be regarded than any man, often 
left me without speech. But I did many 
times recover enough to say: “I can 
readily forgive you for the offense and 
pain of vainly speaking the name of the 
Lord I love. But remember, you sin 
first.and most of all against God. It is 
not my name, but His, that you pro- 
faned, and I have neither right -nor 
power to grant pardon for ‘that. It is 
polite of you to say, ‘Pardon me, Chap- 
lain,’ but it is more important for you 
to go to God and say, ‘Pardon me, merci- 
ful God.’”—From Chaplain George Stob, 
in a Back-to-God radio address. Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


A Distinction Without a Difference.— 
Thou shalt not steal (Exod. 20:15). 
Cheating is so prevalent in U.S. schools 
and colleges that the cheater seems al- 
most to be the normal college student. 
Indeed, so widespread is the practice of 
cribbing that many students do not look 
upon it as being morally wrong. They 
call it “The Good Neighbor Policy” or 
“The Wandering Eye.” One University 
of Washington student, 21 years old, 
argued that, depending on how you did 
it, it wasn’t cheating, but “collaborat- 
ing.” “Collaboration,” she explained, “is 
where you copy the work of another 
student. I’ve done that. Then there’s 
outright cheating. That’s when you 
have notes all in front of you. I haven’t 
done that."—From Newsweek. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


The Cost of Covetousness.—Thou shalt 
not covet . . any thing that is thy 
neighbour’s (Exod. 20:17). An eminent 
physician had cured a little child of a 
dangerous illness. Full of gratitude, the 
mother went to his house and said to 
him: “Doctor, there are some services 
that cannot be repaid. I really don’t 
know. how to express my gratitude. I 
thought you would kindly. accept this 





Due to a change in schedule of 
printing The Sunday School Times, 
it is necessary, effective at once, 
to ask contributors to “The Ilus- 
tration Round Table” to have 
their illustrations reach the Edi- 
tors at least three and one half 
months in advance of the dates 
of the lessons, instead of three 
months in advance as heretofore. 
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purse, embroidered by my own hands.” 
“Madam,” said the doctor coldly, “medi- 
cine is not a trivial affair. Small pres- 
ents serve to sustain friendship, but they 
do not sustain our families.” “But, doc- 
tor,” said the lady, “what is your fee?” 
“Forty pounds, Madam.” The lady 
opened the embroidered purse, took out 
five bank notes of twenty pounds each, 
gave two to the doctor, put back the 
remaining three, bowed coldly, and took 
her leave. Covetousness has cost much 
and lost more.—From Gospel Gleaners. 
Sent by the Rev Guru Manickam, 
Woriur, Trichinopoly, S. India. 


ee 
Our Highest Ambition 


(Continued from second page) 


(The identity of the thorn is by no 
means certain and is not necessary for 
the present purpose.) Three times he 
besought the Lord to take it away and 
three times the Lord said “No.” How- 
ever, He added this word of comfort, 
“My grace is sufficient for thee” (2 Cor. 
12:9). Paul understood that the Lord 
had sent this thorn because He loved 
him so much. “You can trust the man 
who died for you, to lead you into the 
path that is best for you” (James H. 
McConkey). 

This is a great joy and leads to deeper 
knowledge of God, and further blessing. 
Paul adds this word which he received 
from the Lord, “For my strength is 
made perfect in weakness.” So em- 
bracing the will of God as the dearest 
thing in life, Paul says: “Most gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my in- 
firmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. Therefore I take pleas- 
ure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses 
for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, 
then am I strong” (2 Cor. 12:9, 10). 

Payson was asked whether he could 
see any particular reason for great bod- 
ily affliction. “No,” he replied, “but I 
am as well satisfied as if I could see ten 


thousand; God’s will is the very per- - 


fection of all reason”” A stricken wife 
standing beside the coffin of her husband 
said to a friend: “There lies my hus- 
band, my only earthly support, my most 
faithful friend. But I must not forget 
that there lives also the will of God, 
and that will is perfect love.” She saw 
her blessing in what appeared to her the 
wreck of all her happiness. God is 
our loving Heavenly Father and all our 
interests are just as dear to Him as they 
are to ourselves. ° 

We may thwart God’s purposes of 
bringing us to the highest and best as 
we refuse His will. But we make the 
best use of our lives when we accom- 
plish His purpose by eagerly accepting 
His will. Only in God’s will can true 
peace and happiness be found, 
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Lesson for May 4 


A Christian Teachers’ Convention 


HE fourth annual convention of 

the Southeastern States Christian 
Teachers Fellowship will be held at 
the Calvary Presbyterian Church and 
Calvary Christian School at Charlotte, 
N. C., April 24-26. Teachers in private 
and public schools, pastors, and Sunday 
school teachers are invited to attend. 
The conference chairman is Gene Garrick, 
principal of the Norfolk Christian 
School; and the principal speakers are: 
Dr. Mark Fakkema, educational director 
of the National Association of Christian 
Schools, Chicago; Mr. James M. Hatch, 
professor of Bible and psychology at 
Columbia Bible College; Dr. Fred Giles, 
assistant professor of physics at the Uni- 
versity of South Carolina. 

The Welcome Supper will be held 
Thursday evening at 6.30. Teachers who 
have developed a unit of work that co- 
ordinates many fields of study about a 
Bible study or a missionary topic are 
requested to bring samples of pupils’ 
work and to share experiences with 
others. Visitors who desire accommo- 
dations may write to the Convention 
Secretary, Calvary Presbyterian Church, 
1800 E. Forth St., Charlotte, N. C, 


Children at Home 


Krishna's Ten Blessings 
A true story 
By Amelia O. Stott 


“Take my hands and let them be 
Always busy, Lord, for Thee.” 


RISHNA squatted on the ground 

outside the Leprosy Home, in South 
India. A bowl of rice was in front of 
him, but he was not touching it. His 
face was dull and stupid with heaviness 
and despair, as if he didn’t care what 
became of him. 

Krishna had been turned out of his 
village by his stepfather who, when he 
married his mother, was only too ready 
to find cause to do so. For about a year 
the boy had wandered about begging, 
but now he could not even feed him- 
Self as his hands had rapidly become 
useless. 

Presently another boy from the Home 
came along and began feeding Krishna, 
whose fingers were like helpless claws, 
so stiff he could not grip or hold any- 
thing. “There now, Krishna,” said his 
companion, “all your rice is gone so 
you should feel better this lovely bright 
morning. Think of Gabjir who can see 
nothing of all this beauty—the trees, 
flowers, and people around. Then, there’s 
Manka, always so cheery though her 
legs are useless to her and she can’t 
walk a step without support.” 

Krishna did not reply, he just sat with 
his hands straight out in front of him, 
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lost to everything but his misery, self- 


pity, and bitterness. He often felt like 
running away from the Home, but how 
could he while he was so helpless? If 
he should fall he could not struggle 
up without help. Then, too, the lov- 
ing-kindness and ungrudged assistance 
he got from one and all at the Home 
meant a lot to one who had not a single 
person in the world to care for him, as 
his mother had completely turned 
against him because of his disease. 

As he sat, hardly noticing the others 
at work or play, someone came running 
down the path calling to him: “Krishna, 
the Head of All wants you to go to his 
office at once. I'll help you up.” 

Slowly the boy walked to the office 
of the medical superintendent. He won- 
dered vaguely if he had been sent for 
to be reprimanded for some fault, but, 
beyond moping around, refusing to mix 
with the others or to attend many of 
the chapel services—which were volun- 
tary—he could not think of anything 
he had done wrong. Perhaps they were 
“fed up with him,” but he didn’t care 
much if they were. 

The medical superintendent looked up 
with a smile. 

“Hello, Krishna. I have what I think 
might be very good news for you. Dr. 
Luke Wiseman who is a very fine sur- 
geon has written saying that if you 
will go to his big treatment center at 
Malapore he will see if anything can 
be done for your hands. He wants you 
to go at once, which I can arrange, if 
you are willing.” 

“So be it, Sahib,” said Krishna indif- 
ferently. After all, if this doctor wanted 
to see his hands—well, he did not sup- 
pose it would make any difference. A 
change away from the Home would 
make a “break,” and a train journey he 
would enjoy. 

In about a week Krishna arrived at 
the famous place and was carefully ex- 
amined by the brilliant young-surgeon 
who had restored so many crippled 
hands and feet. 

He took Krishna’s useless clawlike 
fingers in his strong supple ehands and, 
examining them thoroughly, his very 
touch seemed to give the boy a tiny 
thrill of hope. He watched the surgeon 
closely, who said at last: “Well, 
Krishna, I think I might be able to make 
your hands usable in time, but I shall 
have to operate several times. The dis- 
ease has killed the nerve that moves 
the muscles. That is: why: they are all 
curled up. I have never actually per- 
formed an operation like this before, so 
I can’t promise complete success, I 
have, however, thought a lot about try- 
ing to do it, relying on God’s help. If 
you will trust me, and do your best to 
be patient and carry out my instruc- 
tions, I will do my best.” 

Krishna looked at his useless hands. 
He did not really understand what the 
doctor had said, but he felt that this 
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strong, kind man was eager to help 
him if he possibly could. And what 
difference would it make if he failed? 

“Do as you like, Sahib, I don’t mind 
what you do with these hands. Cut 
them off, if you like; it will make no 
difference.” 

The doctor smiled. “I promise you I 
won't do that at present.” 

Then followed many weeks of prep- 
aration, when Krishna’s hands were 
treated and examined again and again 
until one day Dr. Luke said, “I am 
going to operate on two of your fingers 
tomorrow.” After the operation they 
were put into plaster casts and there 
was a long wait for the wound to heal 
before the doctor and his assistants re- 
moved the thick coating. They had 
prayed over those hands many times, 
and they were very eager now to know 
what the result would be. If they could 
be restored, surely this boy would re- 
spond to the message of God’s love, 
which had not yet seemed to make much 
impression. 

To everyone’s joy the two fingers were 
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straightened up, and movable, though 
very, very weak. The dull, hopeless 
look on Krishna’s face disappeared at 
once and, looking up at the doctor, he 
said, “I can move them!” 

“Yes, thank God, but now you must 
try to help yourself all you can, with 
exercises and treatment.” So, day by 
day, the change came about, and the 
hopeless, unhappy boy became entirely 
changed in heart, as well as outwardly. 

“Now, Krishna, I have been enabled 
by God, who made and gave you those 
hands, to restore them again in some 
measure. However, they still have little 
feeling in them and can very easily be 
damaged, so you must be careful of 
them.” 

“I will be, Sahib, even out of grati- 
tude alone for all you have done for 
me.” 

“Don’t thank me, Krishna; I only de- 
sire that you may .be very grateful to 
God who has given you these new hands 
to serve Him. We doctors are only His 
instruments of healing.” 

Krishna looked thoughtful, and, in the 
weeks of waiting, he remembered the 
story he had often heard of the man 
who was bidden to stretch out his para- 
lyzed hand. At last God’s Holy Spirit 
drew him to seek and find the Saviour 
who had so wonderfully watched over 
him. 

What a change was wrought in this 
once hopeless boy! As soon as he cotild 
use his hands at all he asked the doctor 
if he could learn to type. “Then I could 
help with the patients’ reports and your 
medical notes as I always could read 
pretty well.” : 

“Excellent,” said Doctor Luke. “It 
will not only help us, but it will do 
your hands no end of good.” 

So, in time, when Krishna left the 
hospital center it-was as a boy named 
“John,” for he hated to be called by 
the name of the Hindu God any longer. 
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He kept on looking at his restored hands, 
and saying, “My ten blessings, and they 
all belong to Jesus, my Lord. f pray 
that, they may always be busy serving 
Him’; and today they certainly are “a 
team of willing workers for God.” 


WORTHING, SUSSEX, ENG, 


we 
With the New Books 


' 
Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








The Secret of Radiant Life. By W. E. 
Sangster. (Abingdon Press, Nashville 2, 
Tenn., $3.) “Radiant Life” is just an- 
other way of saying “Victorious Living.” 
“Christ lives in me! That is the secret 
of radiant living. Not just Christ as 
my ‘Friend, companion, help, and guide,’ 
precious and true as those terms un- 
questionably are. But Christ in me.” 
Dr. Sangster is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of London and has _ served 
churches in Liverpool, Scarborough, and 
Leeds. He became world famous as 
minister of Westminster Central Hall, 
a great preaching center in the heart 
of London. A former president of the 
Methodist Conference in England, he is 
now general secretary of the Home Mis- 
sion Department of the Methodist 
Church of Great Britain. His book is 
divided into three parts. Part One deals 
with “The Life—The Person I Could Be.” 
He shows from a careful study of the 
New Testament that a life of victory 
is possible. For an example, he turns 
our attention to “A Man Who Received 
the Gift.” This is a short but striking 
study of the life of Paul. 

Part Two considers “The Truth—The 
Person I Am.” Here he makes a close 
study of “the major maladies that af- 
flict the mind of man. Some of the ugly 
sins that he considers are selfishness, 
fear, resentment, jealousy, bad temper, 
and evil thoughts. He closes each of 
these searching ehapters with the ex- 
hortation, “Have this mind in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus.” Some may 
think that he should have considered 
at this point the Bible teaching of man’s 
threefold nature. However, he cer- 
tainly succeeds in making our lives look 
very black when placed by that of 
Christ. 

Part Three, “The Way,” deals with the 
path between the person I am and the 
person I' could be. In speaking of the 
phrase “only believe,” he utters to care- 
less teachers a much-needed warning, 
He says, “How true that is in some ways! 
If ‘believing’ meant that utter trust in 
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Christ and love of Him which would 
lead them to keep with unfailing faith. 
fulness their daily tryst and draw into 
their souls the life of God Himself, it 
would be enough to say ‘only believe.’” 
What God can do with sin is wonder. 
fully illustrated by a description of 
London’s “sludge ‘vessels.” As he ex- 
horts us to “covet earnestly the best 
gifts,” he tells us to use the means of 
grace. He is undoubtedly a diligent 
Bible student. We can only wish that 
he had more than one chapter on this 
important subject. The book closes with 
seven excellent chapters on prayer, 
One paragraph hints at a belief in evo- 
lution. It reads, “Being the kind of 
creatures we are, with strong instinctive 
urges in various directions, strange 
things can well out of our subconscious- 
ness. That ought not to appall us in 
itself. In part of our natures we are 
related to the beasts. Those instinctive 
urges have had important parts to play 
at earlier stages in the long history of 
our race and have important parts to 
play still under the discipline of Christ.” 


Evangelical Responsibility in Contem- 
porary Theology. By Carl F. H. Henry. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) In 6rder to fix 
the responsibility in contemporary the- 
ology and then to spell out the terms 
of that responsibility, the author sur- 
veys the history of the past half-cen- 
tury. If there is unwillingness to renew 
the theological controversy, it: is be- 
cause the Modernists believe that they 
have won the battle; the Neo-Orthodox 
believe that Modernism is dead;:and the 
Fundamentalists, in the author’s opinion, 
have developed a harsh temperament 
that has caused the evangelicals to shy 
away from them. Nevertheless, Dr. 
Henry believes the controversy must be 
renewed, not along the old lines, but 
in “a recovery of apostolic perspective 
and dedication of the evangelical move- 
ment to Biblical realities.” While de- 
tails of the author’s argument may and 
must be criticized, every conservative 
will applaud his purpose, and will profit 
from his study. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


/ 





Sunday, May 4 


A Christ-Centered Vocation 
(Mark 8:34-38) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


N A few weeks, some in your young 
people’s group will be finishing their 
school work and seeking employment. 
Others will be making plans for further 
training in the fall, in preparation for 
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some chosen vocation to be entered 
upon later on. 
This first Sunday of May is observed 


‘ as Vocation Sunday with the thought 


of directing attention to the importance 
of choosing a Christ-centered vocation. 
Are Christian young people to go about 
choosing their life work in a different 
manner than those who are not Chris- 
tians? Are Christ-centered vocations 
only those that involve full-time Chris- 
tian service, such as the ministry or the 
mission field? How can we know 
whether or not a certain job is Christ- 


centered? These and other questions 
s 











On “SHOPPING days” the great daily 
newspapers carry an unusual volume 
of advertising. Thousands turn to these 
pages to plan their buying. Thus they i 
know what te buy and where. The 
Times advertising columns carry news 
ef importance to you in your work in 
the church or Sunday school. Why not 











plan your purchases with the help of 
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you will want to endeavor to answer 
in this week’s meeting. 


First let us settle the question regard- 
ing the difference between the Chris- 
tian and non-Christian in choosing a 
life work. If you belong to Christ and 
are truly seeking to honor and serve 
Him, you are not your own (1 Cor. 
6:19). You have no right to choose 
your own vocation without finding out 
what is God’s will for you. You have 
been “created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should -walk in them” (Eph. 
2:10). These “good works” include our 
daily tasks, just as truly as that which 
we sometimes call our specific Chris- 
tian service. Obviously we cannot all 
enter the ministry or go to the mission 
field. The Christ-centered vocation may 
be in a business office, in a shop, in a 
building operation, or in a classroom. 
What makes any job Christ-centered is 
that the Lord Jesus is at the center of 
the life, directing and controlling and 
empowering. 
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One mistake that some Christians 
make is to work out all their plans and 
make their decisions and then to go to 
God and ask Him to bless what they 
have decided upon. Often He cannot do 
so because the plans are not within His 
will for the individual concerned. Then 
discouragement and bewilderment fol- 
low, and often God is blamed and 
doubted because the results are me- 
diocre or the plans end in failure. The 
Scripture portion chosen for this week 
from Mark 8:34-38 emphasizes the great 
truth that followers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ are to deny self, to count as 
nought their own wills and plans and 
ambitions, and to choose Christ’s way 
regardless of what that way may cost. 
Only in so doing can we be sure of hav- 
ing our lives count most in God’s evalu- 
ation. All lesser choices lead to loss 
when compared to that which God has 
planned and designed for us, 


se 


In Matthew 6:31-34, we are reminded 
that unbelievers are anxiously con- 
cerned abgut what they will eat and 
drink and what they will wear. We 
may add to these concerns the desire 
for such prestige or power as they may 
obtain. What is uppermost in your 
thoughts as you consider a vocation? 
Now, eating and drinking are very 
necessary and it is not wrong to be well 
clothed, or to desire to do well and to 
advance in one’s vocation. The harm 
comes when we put these things first 
and choose our life work on the ground 
of the materia] advantages it will afford. 
God would have us see that these mate- 
rial things, good though they may be 
in their place, nevertheless do not really 
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satisfy the heart. Sometimes they lead 
to a dwarfed spiritual] life (Psa. 106:15). 
He would have us understand that He 
alone knows what we most need and 
what will make us truly happy, and He 
challenges us to put Him and His will 
first. When we do this, He promises 
that whatever else we need He can and 
will supply. 


What, then, is our part? Is it merely 
a passiye submission, taking whatever 
God sends and exerting no effort? Not 
at all. It is our responsibility to learn 
all we can about this or that vocation; 
to study God's Word for guiding prin- 
ciples that will show us whether or not 
a certain vocation has in it elements 
that are contrary to God’s way; to seek 
in prayer God’s direction. It is our ob- 
ligation to ask God to search our hearts 
and reveal to us our own motives, so 
that we may be sure that we are not 
putting our own desires and ambitions 
ahead of His will. Only He can show 
us whether or not there are elements in 
a vocation that would hinder our spi¥- 
itual life or stunt our growth in grace 
and in knowledge of Him. Only He can 
reveal to us if a certain vocation may 
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limit us to that which, while good, may 
not be His best for us. 
we 
If we will make it our business to 
seek His will through prayer, through 
the Word, through the guidance of His 
Holy Spirit, through the counsel of 
trusted Christian friends, and by giving 
heed to His divinely ordered circum- 
stances, we may surely know what His 
will is and find His best. But we must 
want it above everything else and ear- 
nestly seek it. We can never drift into 
the will of God for us, 
PHILADELPHIA. 
ue 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
. Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


April 28 to May 4 


Mon., Apr. 28.—Exod. 19:1-6. 
A Chosen Nation. 
PraYeER SuccesTions: “And ye shall be 
unto me a kingdom of priests, and a 
holy nation.” The Lord did not set His 
love upon Israel because of their size 
as a nation nor because of their special 
quality as a people. But He chose them 
because He loved them. The same is 
true of His Church. He set His love 
upon us and we are “chosen ... in 
him before the foundation of the world” 
(Eph, 1:4). Israel and the Church are 
everlasting debtors to the grace of God, 
and their language throughout all eter- 
nity will be that of Revelation 1:5. Pray 
for more appreciation of the grace of 
God. 


Tues., Apr. 29.—Exod. 19:16-25. 
Voice in the Thunder. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “Moses _ spake, 
and God answered him by a voice.” 
Thunder and lightning, a thick cloud, 
and trumpet sound accompanied God’s 
voice in the giving of the Law at Mt. 
Sinai. A similar preparation for God’s 
message accompanied Samuel’s last 
warning to Israel (1 Sam, 12:18, 19). 
Thunder came at the time of our Lord’s 
final message to sinning Israel (John 
12:29). The Book of Revelation men- 
tions thunder in a number of places. 
Thus God often uses the physical along 
with the spiritual to arrest attention to 
some specific truth. Pray for greater 
demonstration of the Spirit’s power in 
the proclamation of the Gospel in these 
days. 


Wed., Apr. 30.—Exod. 20:18-26. 
The Fear of the Lerd. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “Fear not: for 
God is come to prove you, and that his 
fear may be before your faces, that ye 
sin not.” A reverence of God, coupled 
with an appreciation of His holiness and 


almighty power, is necessary for holy 
living. “Fear.the Lord, and depart from 
evil” (Prov. 3:7). Hebrews 4:1 gives 
us a very good reason that Christians 
have to fear Him and Malachi 3:16 tells 
us that a “book of remembrance” is be- 
ing kept for the names of them that 
fear Him. Also see Hebréws 10:31. Pray 
for the South America Indian Mission, 
Inc., West Palm Beach, Fla. 


Thurs., May 1.—Deut. 5:6-21. 
The Ten Commandments. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “I stood ... to 
shew you the word of the Lord” (v. 5). 
The duties of mankind set forth by God 
in the Decalogue constitute God’s law 
of righteousness. It is a result of His 
infinite wisdom and goodness and is 
based on two principles: love of God 
and love of one’s neighbor. By this 
law we gain our knowledge of sin; and 
in Christ’s fulfillment of it we gain our 
understanding of righteousness, both of 
which are essential to a holy life. Pray 
for more adherence to GOd’s moral prin- 
ciples among sinners and saints alike 
in these days. 


Fri., May 2.—Deut. 5:28-33. 
Keeping the Commandments. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “O that... they 
would . . . keep all my commandments 
always.” The Ten Commandments set 
forth our duty, but have no power to 
help us perform it. The breaking of a 
Single divine command makes one 
guilty of each of them. Salvation cannot 
come by the works of the Law (Rom. 
3:20), but what the Law could not do, 
Christ has done (Rom. 8:3, 4). Thus 
He made possible for us through Him 
to fulfill the righteousness required by 
the Law. Pray for the Slavic Gospel 

Association, Inc., Chicago. 


Sat., May 3.—Rom. 7:7-12. 
The Purpose of the Law. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “I had not known 


sin, ‘but by the law.” Without the Law: 


sin is not apparent to men. The Law 
is holy, just, and good; and while we 
may recognize these qualities, the law 
of sin in our members makes it impos- 
sible for us to conform. “The law was 
our schoolmaster” (Gal. 3:24), and 
“Christ is the end of the law for right- 
eousness .. .” (Rom, 10:4). Pray for 
the Southern Highland Bvengel, Inc., 
Matewan, W. Va. 


Sun., May 4.—Psa. 119:137-144. 
“Thy Law Is True.” 
Prayer SuccesTions: “Thy law is 
the truth.” God’s Word is sure. It 
is true from the beginning, because 
God is true from the beginning. When 
you give out God’s Law you are giv- 
ing out God’s truth—an everlasting 
truth. True Christian education is 
the inculcation of this truth into hu- 
man minds. Pray for the Soldiers’ and 
Gospel Mission of South America, 
Pompton Plains, N. J. 
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